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other names/site number 

2. location 
street & number State Road 1623 
city, town Hil ton 
state North Carolina code NC county Granville 

Ownership of Property 
Qg private 

GateQory of i-IrrH,,,,.rt\J 

o public-local 
o public-State 
o public-Federal 

o building(s) 
[iJ district 
o site 
o structure 
o object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Aichltectural Resources of Granville 
C01Juty, North Carolina 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

NElJ not for publication 
LX] vicinity 

code. 077 zip code27525 

Contributing 
1 

1 

2 

Property 

Noncontributing 
___ buildings 
___ sites 
___ structu res 
___ objects 
___ Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
tKJ nomination 0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and mee s the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my 0 I io he pro y ee 0 d/ s not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheetn(/ 

, I '. /-2 C; Poe 
~~~-----------

Date 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

o entered in the National Register. 
o See continuation sheet. 

o determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation sheet. 

o determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

o removed from the National Register. 
Dother, (explain:) _________ _ 

Date 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dw"elling 
Agriculture/Subsistence 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: transitional Georgian/Federal 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic-single dwelling 
Agriculture/Subsistence 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation __ s-'-t-'-o_n_e _____________ _ 
walls ___ \.:...;..ve==a...::;,.th=..;::..e=r=b.=o=a=r..;:::do---________ _ 

roof metal 
other wood 

brick 

IX] See continuation sheet 
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DESCRIPTION 

Set down a rough red clay road, in a rolling expanse of 
fields planted in soybeans or corn or most often tobacco, the 
.J a rI1 e s W. F)-'" e e m a '(I H 0 u s::, e i son e 0 f G)-'" a ),,", v i I lee 0 un t y? S rI1 0 5 t n eat I y 
finished, modest, pl(:\ntat ion e)-"'a dwc::ll ings. (~small house, it 
nonetheless was finished with a number of carefully crafted 
features. A story-and-a-loft tall, the weatherboarded dwelling 
is built of mortised and tenoned timbers arranged in a 
traditional hall-parlor plan. Three asymmetrically placed bays~ 

shaded by a replacement porch raised in the early 19405 (a shed 
room across the rear was added around the same time), mark its 
south-facing, front elevation. Its west end elevation rises in a 
flush sweep up a steeply pitched gable, bro~en only by a six
over-six loft window at its peak. Its east elevation retains the 
house's finest exterior feature, a surprising Flemish bond, 
single shoulder chimney flanked by a tiny loft window. 
Surprisingly fine finish for such a small house also still adorns 
the i n t e r' i 0)-.... The p a)-" 1 0 'r"' , en t e r' e d d i )-... e c t I y f)-... 0 m the po )-... c h , i s 
served by a handsome transitional Georgian/Federal style mantel 
that is marked at its lintel by two recessed panels and moldings 
similar in their articulation to three-part surrounds. The room 
is sheathed in tightly fitted, hand-planed boards and even its 
ceiling is neatly if simply finished, its exposed beams smoothly 
planed and edged with beads. No original or early outbuildings 
remain near the house, which is now occupied by tenants. 



Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

o nationally 0 statewide [Xl locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [X] A 0 B D. cOO 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 cOO 0 E 0 FOG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 
Agriculture 

Significant Person 
'N/A 

Period of Significance 
18208/18308-1865 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
llDknow 

Significant Dates 

18208/18308 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[iJ See continuation sheet 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The J a rn e 5 W. F)'''' e e man H 0 use iss i g n i f i can t a Y' chi t e c t u)' ... a I I y, 
a s a fin ely fin ish e dan d t ) .... a d i t i 0,(, a I I Y P I ann ed, mod est p I ant at ion 
e)'''' a d weI lin g ( see ass 0 cia ted P r'" 0 p e)'''' t y T Y pel -- G f2 0)'''' g ian and 
Federal Dwellings) and historically, as a rare surviving 
plantation era representative of the dwelling of a yeoman farmer 
or small planter (see associated Historic Context 1 The 
Plantation Era in Granville County, 1746-1865). While the 
relatively large number of extant plantation seats reflect the 
way of life of the small percentage of county residents who were 
wealthy planters, the very few surviving modest dwellings - of 
which Freeman's house is the most intact example - speak more 
directly to the lot of the majority of Granville County's 
plantation era, free citizensu The house is particularly 
significant because of its evocation of that poorer but much 
larger group of individuals who left few artifacts outside of 
their grave markers and family names upon their passing. A small 
one-story-and-loft building erected on a traditional hall-parlor 
p I an, the h 0 use i s no '(I e the I e s s '(I eat 1 y c Y' aft e d . I t f3 F 1 em ish bon d 
chimney and handsome par10r finish - transitional Georgianl 
!=' e d 8)''' a 1 sty I e man tel, han d .- P 1 an e d boa r" d wa 1 Is, be a de d c e i lin g 
beams - belie any notions that only the county's wealthy planters 
lived in well-finished dwellings. The house's period of 
significance does not extend beyond 1865, the end of the 
plantation era, because there are no buildings or structures 
r" e rIl a i n i n g 0 nit s g )''' 0 un d s t hat )' ... e I ate t 0 its use i nth e po s t - C i v i I 
War years as a bright leaf tobacco farm. 

The original builder of the house, which architecturally, 
structurally and in plan appears to date from the 1820s or 1830s, 
is not known, but he was likely a yeoman farmer or small planter, 
as was the house's first known resident, James W. Freeman. 
Freeman purchased the house and a 150 acre tract of land from 
H 0)''' ace L. Rob a )' ... d s f 0)''' $ 6 5 (>. (> (> i n 1 8 1+ 5 [ Dee d Boo k :L 4· , P age 1 57] h 

It was part of the SUbstantial Tar River mill tract of Robards, a 
large landowner who was likely living near his mill to the north 
along the Tar in that year. Freeman's economic status was that 
of the majo)'''ity of Gr"anvi 118 County's f)'''ee plantat io'(, e)''''a 
cit i zen s . ~) t the t a k i '(I g 0 f the 1 85(> fed e)''' ale ens us, hew a 5 2 (:; 
years old and had an estate valued at $575 that included a single 
s 1 ave, a 5 eve '(I yea )''' 0 I d g i )''' 1 . B 0)''' n i n Vi)''' gin i a ? he had a w i f e 
named Emeline, who was 22, and a nine mo)",th old dc.iughte)· ... narned 
M a ~"' y . Ten yea )''' s I ate)''' his lot had a p p a )' ... e '(I t 1 Y lit tIe c han 9 e d; he 
s til I I i v e cI i n his two -)''' 0 0 rn h 0 use and s; til low)", edt h e sa rn e s 1 a v e 
girl, now 15 according to the census, who lived in the one slave 
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h 0 IJ S eon his p)"" 0 P e)""' t y. His rll 0 des t d we 1 J. i n 9 , as dove)''' y few 0 the)'''' 
plantation era survivors in the county, reflects his position in 
local society. In 1892 the house was sold out of the family [Deed 
Book 60, Page 382J and in the twentieth century it has largely 
served as a tenant house. Although its lack of owner occupancy 
has 1 edt 0 so rn e de t e)"" i 01'''' a t i (:I n , i tis i n fa i r"' and sou n d con d i t ion. 



Granville County Deeds Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C. 

Intervie\v with Lillian Munn, March, 1987 

United States Manuscript Censuses. }licrofilm located at Richard H. Thornton Public 
Library, Oxford, N.C. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNey# ________________________________ _ 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ______________________________ _ 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property approxima tely 32 acres 

UTM References 
A lLuJ 17 12 10 IJ 12 !O I 14!O 10 IS 17 13 0 I 

Zone Easting Northing 

C lLuJ 17 11 19 16 16 10 1 I 4J d 0 sl 4J J I d 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Boundary Justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

D See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[XState historic preseNation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

B Ud 1 71 11 91 61 41 01 ~ 0 b I 51 71 ]1 0' 
Zone Easting Northing 

D UuJ 1 71 21 01 01 91 01 14 10 10 15 14 11 10 1 

[J See continuation sheet 

[K] See continuation sheet 

[X] See continuation sheet 

name/title Harvin A. Brown/ Archi tectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian 
organization Granville County-Oxford Historic Survey date -.:8-'-/--=l:....::8....L/--=8-.:..7 ______ -:--____________ _ 
street & number P.O. Box 1556(State Historic Pres. Office) telephone 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxford state N. C. zip code 27565 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Section number _~O_ Page ___ 1_ GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Beg inn i n gat poi n t A: :I. 7 -; L::: 0 1 2 (> (l-005 -; 3 0 0 nth e US G S pol y 9 0 n ~ 
a 1 0 rJ!~ the we s t sid e 0 f S tat e R 0 a d 1 5;:;:: 3 ~ con tin u i n~] ina s t '(' a i 9 h t 
line due west app'('oxirnately 1/+00 feE:\t to point B: 17 71'3540 
J:l- 0 057:3 0 () nth e p (:I 1 Y 9 0 n ~ at the ;rJ 0 1'''' t h V·,J est co 1''''11", e 1'''' 0 f the far'" m po n d . 
Con tin u i '1'", 9 sou t halon 9 the we s t e 1'''' n ban 1-<. 0 f the far'" m po;"', dan d the 
western bank of the branch of the Tar River approximately 1150 
fee t top 0 i n t C: :I. 7 7:1. 95 S 0 1+ 0 0 5 1+ 1 0 0 nth e p CI 1 Y 9 0 n H Con tin u i n gin 
a 5 t 1'''' a i 9 h t 1 i ned u e e a s t ~ t (:I the sou tho f the far'" nl po n d , 
approximately 1350 feet to point D: 17 720090 4005410 on the 
pol Y 9 0 '1'", ,on the we s t e 1'''' n sid e 0 f S tat e R 0 a d 1 S 2 3 • Con tin u i n 9 
no i· ... t halon 9 the we s t e r'" n 5 ide 0 f S tat e R 0 a d 1 S 2 3 a p p 1'''' 0 x i rl1 ate 1 y 

1200 fRet to the point of origin. 

BOUNl?AR~~jST I F I CAT IOl'J 

t=1 P P 1'''' 0 r: i rl1 a. tel y 32 a c 1'''' e s; t hat inc 1 u d e the d we 1 1 i n 9 a YI d the 
5 U '1'" r' (:1 un din !~ fie 1 d s t hat hay e bee n h :i. 5 tor'" i c E\ 1 1 Y <3. ~_=i soc i <3. ted ~"" i t h 
the p '(' 0 per'" t y, rJl a i n t a i n his t 01'-' i c i n t e 9 1'''' i t Y , c:\ n d con y e y the 
!:J ; .... 0 per'" t y? S his tor'" i c set tin gar'" e be i n 9 nom ina ted for'" the Nat ion a 1 
Register. The remaining acre~ge has been excluded because the 
p 1'''' 0 per'" t y i s not 1-<. n 0 ~.J n wit h c e 1'''' t a i i"', t Y t 0 be his tor'" i cal 1 y 

c\ssociated with the hOlJse. 

Th e no1' ... t h er"'n bo IJ nd a 1''''Y f 1'''' orl1 UTIYI po i nt S (.1 to B inc J. ud es the 
d we 1 1 i n 9 and the fie 1 d s t 0 its; sou t han d e >{ c 1 u des p r'" 0 per'" t '.I not 
known with certainty to be historically associated with the house 
t () its nor'" t h . The we 5 t e r'" n b 0 un dar'" y f 1'''' 0 nl U T M poi n t s B toe 
includes the fields and dv-Jelling to its east and excludes 
p ; .... 0 p e ; .... t Y t hat fa 1 1 sou t sid e the 0 W l"'i e 1'''' 5 P (' 0 per'" t y 1 i net 0 its 
v-J est. The sou the r'" n b 0 un dar'" y f.,.'" 0 rll U T l'r'l poi n t set 0 Din c 1 u des the 
d II-J ell i n 9 (), n d f 2. r' rll po n d t 0 its nOr" t han d e xcI u des p '(' 0 p e)· ... t y t hat 
fa 1 1 sou t sid e 0 f the 0 vJ n e 1''''' 5 P r'" 0 P e 1· ... t Y J. i n f~ t 0 its sou t h . The 
e a s t e.,.'" n b 0 !.l )"1 dar'" y f 1' .... 0 rIl U T M poi n t s D t 0 A inc 1 u des the d weI 1 i n 9 3. n d 
fields to its west and excludes pr"ope.,. ... ty not kno~""n with ce1'-·tainty 
t 0 be his to;· ... i cally ass 0 cia ted wit h t Ii e p ) .... 0 per'" t y t 0 its e a st. 
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